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my friend, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BONIOR), for offering this mo-
tion to instruct; and I would rec-
ommend to my colleagues to support
this motion and send a message to the
conferees that this is the direction we
need to move in in farm policy in our
Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The Chair would announce
that the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
SMITH) has 91⁄2 minutes remaining, the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR)
has 2 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BERRY) has
141⁄2 minutes remaining; and that pur-
suant to the previous order of the
House of today, further proceedings on
this motion are postponed.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 41 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

f
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. HART) at 5 o’clock and 11
minutes p.m.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO
H.R. 580, FAIRNESS FOR FOSTER
CARE FAMILIES ACT OF 2001

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107–412) on the resolution (H.
Res. 390) providing for consideration of
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
586) to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to provide that the exclu-
sion from gross income for foster care
payments shall also apply to payments
by qualified placement agencies, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2646, FARM
SECURITY ACT OF 2001

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to clause 7(c) of rule XXII, I hereby an-
nounce my intention to offer a motion
to instruct the conferees on H.R. 2646.
The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. BACA moves that the managers
on the part of the House at the con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the Senate amendment
to the bill, H.R. 2646, an Act to provide
for continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2011, be in-
structed to agree to provisions con-
tained in section 452 of the Senate

amendment, relating to restoration of
benefits to children, legal immigrants
who work, refugees, and the disabled.

f

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2646, FARM SECURITY
ACT OF 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the further consid-
eration of the motion to instruct con-
ferees on the bill, H.R. 2646, offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
SMITH).

The Clerk will rereport the motion.
The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. SMITH of Michigan moves that the

managers on the part of the House at the
conference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the Senate amendment to the
bill H.R. 2646 (an Act to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs through
fiscal year 2011) be instructed—

(1) to agree to the provisions contained in
section 169(a) of the Senate amendment, re-
lating to payment limitations for com-
modity programs; and

(2) to insist upon an increase in funding
for—

(A) conservation programs, in effect as of
January 1, 2002, that are extended by title II
of the House bill or title II of the Senate
amendment; and

(B) research programs that are amended or
established by title VII of the House bill or
title VII of the Senate amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When
proceedings were postponed earlier
today, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. SMITH) had 91⁄2 minutes remaining;
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
BERRY) had 141⁄2 minutes remaining;
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BONIOR) had 2 minutes remaining.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the time of the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BONIOR) be returned to my
time to be yielded to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) upon his
arrival.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Just to review from where we were
an hour ago, I think it should be made
clear to all of our colleagues and the
American public that the purpose of
subsidies since the beginning, since
back in the 1930s when we tried to
make sure that the agricultural indus-
try was going to survive, the purpose
has been to protect family farmers. Un-
fortunately, over the years, we have
had programs that made it tough for
any farmer to survive, because part of
the farm policy in this country has
been to encourage a little more produc-
tion than what we need.

The effect of that increased produc-
tion a little over and above the current
market demand meant that prices
tended to stay down. So there was an
attempt, of course, to keep those prices

somewhat low for consumers and what
happened in the evolution and the pres-
sures that were put on farms in the
United States over these years was
that the small farmer was backed up
against the wall, the medium-sized
farmer felt like if he added a few more
acres, then he might be able to send his
kids to the same music lessons and
schools and have the same benefits as
their country cousins, so that medium-
sized farmer said, ‘‘Look, well, I’ll buy
some more land, I’ll spend a couple of
hours extra a day and try to make it.’’

What we have done is had programs
that encouraged larger and larger
farms. That is part of the reason that
we have this motion to instruct today,
is to give a little greater relative ad-
vantage to the smaller farms by, in ef-
fect, saying all of your production is
going to be eligible for the price sup-
port payments that we have in farm
programs.

Where the big, larger farms, the very
big farms, we are saying, there is going
to be a limit to how much of your com-
modity that you produce that is going
to be eligible for this price protection.
Therefore, it is going to have the effect
on these larger farmers to think twice
about what the market price is going
to be if there is no support subsidy
price.

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
BERRY) and I, we both want to have a
situation where we expand markets,
where we have better farm prices and
hopefully the kind of farm prices that
the support payments that are guaran-
teed in this farm bill will not even be
applicable because that is what we are
looking at, is better farm commodity
prices to keep more farmers in busi-
ness.

Unfortunately, today about 82 per-
cent of all of our farm subsidies go to
just 17 percent of the farms. By pro-
viding unlimited subsidies, we have en-
couraged huge corporate farm oper-
ations to get bigger and bigger, squeez-
ing out family farmers. With this we
have encouraged excess production
that has tended to reduce prices paid to
farmers.

That is why I think it is so important
that we have some kind of price limit,
that somehow, someway, someplace,
whether it is a limit of $275,000 as sug-
gested by the Senate or maybe a half a
million, but it is bad for farmers, it is
bad for the support they get from the
American people to have these exorbi-
tant millions of dollars given to some
of these megafarm operations.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
Once again, I want to say how much I
appreciate the opportunity to stand be-
fore this House and proclaim what a
wonderful job and what an extraor-
dinary thing the American farmer is. I
know the gentleman from Michigan is
a good fellow. I know he means well.
He does not intend to hurt anyone. And
I have great respect for him. Unfortu-
nately, I would have to say that he just
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